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Important Dates
• No School: Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday

• Early Release Staff Development Day

• SEPAC Meeting: Let’s Learn About Summer - 6:30 p.m. at 

    Westfield Technical Academy

• Parent Guardian Support Group 6:00 p.m. at Westfield Middle School

• No School: Winter Recess

• Early Release Day for Elementary School Students: Parent/Teacher Conferences

• SEPAC Meeting: Advocacy - 6:30 p.m. at Westfield Technical Academy

•  Parent Guardian Support Group 6:00 p.m. at Westfield Middle School

• No School: Staff Development Day

• DESE Parent Review Orientation – 6:30 p.m. at Westfield Technical Academy

• SEPAC Meeting: Going from School to School - 6:30 p.m. at 

    Westfield Technical Academy

• Parent Guardian Support Group 6:00 p.m. at Westfield Middle School

• No School: Good Friday

• No School: Spring Recess

Tom Longo – School Psychologist

Taylor Johnston – Speech and Language Pathologist

Michaela Smith – Speech and Language Pathologist Assistant

Michael Clark – Assistive Technology Assistant

→Welcome
New Staff

→

January 20

 February 6 

February 6

February 12

February 17-21

February 26 

March 5

March 11

March 23

March 26 

April 2

April 8 

April 10

April 20-24

Dr. Martha von Mering – Administrator of Special Education and Student Support

Deb Ecker – District Special Education Supervisor

Kim Dion – District Special Education Supervisor

Karoline Kells – Assistant Principal/Special Education Supervisor at Westfield Middle School

Lynda Pierce – Assistant Principal/Special Education Supervisor at Westfield Intermediate School

Administrative Staff

413-572-6556



Westfield Middle School Inclusion

Westfield Middle School Inclusion: 
This is a snapshot of Mrs. Skorupski 
& Mrs. Schabowski’s 7th Grade Math 
class-attacking the curriculum with 
whole group instruction, then small 
group check in for understanding and 
individual differentiation provided to 
those who need it. Both teachers teach 
together as a cohesive team!

Westfield High School Inclusion

Westfield High School Inclusion:
Some students in the Developmental 
Learning Program (DLP) push into Ms. 
Boyer’s Essential Learning ELA and US 
History classes. In addition to fostering 
friendships, it gives the DLP students 
opportunities for more inclusive, academic 
and social situations and gives the Essential 
Learning Skills students opportunities 
to share their knowledge, strengths and 
gain confidence through assisting others. 
Here, Angel Cintron and Tyler Porter work 
together on a pre-reading activity for the 
novel “Wonder” in ELA 1/2 class. 

→



Paper Mill Elementary School ASD Program

Grade 4 students Carter and Nicolay attend 
library with their peers. As you can see, they 
were happy to be at the library and ready to get 
new books for the week. 

Munger Hill 
Elementary School Inclusion

Math Center Activity - Mrs. Pellegrini’s Essential Learning Skills class 
at Munger Hill Elementary School

Students are working on telling time by playing a hands-on interactive 
game with partners. The children are trying to find an egg that shows 
the time on an analog clock and match it to an egg that shows the same 
time on a digital clock.  Our eager learners are trying to help each 
other out and work together to match the eggs before the timer 
runs out. 

→

Students in Ms. Becky Taylor’s classroom 
focus on creating images with dots. The 
students enjoyed the fine motor activity 
and were able to use color and patterns to 
express themselves. 
Left to Right: Nicolay, Ms. Taylor, Kylie 
& Carter



What is SEPAC?
Special Education Parent Advisory Committee
By: Rachel Bullock

Since 1986, Massachusetts state law requires all public school districts to have a SEPAC in order to ensure all children 
have equal access to educational opportunities and that schools are safe, nurturing, challenging environments.

This group is made up of parents/guardians of children that are on Individual Education Plans (IEPs) or Section 504 plans 
throughout the district.  The group meets on the first Thursday of the month at the Westfield Technical Academy, 33 
Smith Avenue at 6:30 pm. 

Volunteer parents/guardians work together with the Westfield Public Schools (WPS) special education director, as well 
as other administrators, to provide informative workshops on various topics from special education laws to a culture of 
inclusion to social skills.  Lastly and most importantly SEPAC is here to support one another since special education can 
be difficult to navigate and we are here to help and listen with areas of concern.  

Westfield SEPAC has a private Facebook page (Westfield MA Special Education Parent Advisory Council) where parents/
guardians can share information and answer each other’s questions.  

There is also an email westfieldsepac@gmail.com.  This is a very active group of parents/guardians from all different 
schools throughout the district.  We hope you consider attending a meeting and/or joining the Facebook page.

TIERED FOCUS MONITORING
By: Stefan Czaporowski, Superintendent of Schools

This spring, Westfield Public Schools will be participating in the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education’s (DESE) Public School Tiered Focused Monitoring.  
This state review occurs every six years in all school districts.  Areas addressed by this 
review include individualized education plan development, programming and support 
services, equal opportunity and access, licensure and professional development, 
community engagement, time and learning, and equal access.  This review includes a 
self-assessment, which we have already completed, and an on-site visit, scheduled for 
May 11-15, 2020.  Part of this review includes parent/guardian participation.  

We invite all parents to a DESE Review Parent Orientation 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 
from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Westfield Technical Academy in the cafeteria.  

Amy Krukonis, DESE Monitoring Specialist, will present an overview of the special 
education and civil rights overview, what this review means for our district, and how 
parents can participate in the review.  Please join us if you can.  Childcare will be 
provided.



Student Leaders at East Mountain Road (EMR)
by The EMR Student Leaders

What EMR Means to Us
What We have Learned 

What We Want People to Know:

This program helps me learn about the 
different ways to approach a task.  I like 
what I have learned while working at 
Pilgrim Candle.

I want people to know that Independent 
College helped me learn about the 
different parts of the workplace and 
interviews.  It helped me to become
more confident.

I want people to know how independent 
I have become.  I book my own rides 
for transportation.  I have developed 
communication skills.

I enjoy going to the YMCA and working 
out.  I like to spend time with my friends.

I have a great time at creative arts and 
cooking club.  I am learning new skills 
for living independently and I also have 
made some wonderful friendships with 
my peers.

The program helps adult teens grow up 
and develop adult skills.

I am learning independent life skills such 
as cleaning, vacuuming, washing dishes, 
and preparing meals.

I am learning responsibilities and learning 
skills such as time management.

I have had many internship opportunities 
including Pilgrim Candle, the Restore, and 
Westfield High School.  I am learning a lot 
of different skills such as candle making, 
retail, and how to communicate with others.  
This program will help you to develop the 
skills necessary to get a job.  

I have had a lot of great opportunities to 
socialize with my friends.  We learn new 
things and get to go to new places that 
will help us once we transition out of the 
program.  



DESE & Westfield SEPAC

DESE Review Parent Orientation
Regarding upcoming special education and civil rights review of the 

Westfield Public Schools

Childcare will be provided.

Thursday, March 26, 2020
Westfield Technical Academy

6:30 - 8:00 PM
Amy Krukonis, DESE Monitoring Specialist will present:

• An Overview of the Special Education and Civil Rights Review

• What the review means for our district

• How parents can participate in this review
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